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4* Frequent attempts have been made to cultivate the Coco-
de-mer In European Botanic Gardens, but with little success.
For some years a plant, which, I think, was imported, existed
in the Liverpool Botanic Garden. And a young plant was
raised and perhaps still exists in the Jardin des Plantes. In
1889 I be^an a prolonged attempt to add it to the rich collection
<»f palms at Kew. I was energetically assisted by Mr. C. Button,
who sent us repeated consignments of mature nuts. Many failed
to germinate at all: others did so but only imperfectly; others
again sprouted satisfactorily, but only to end their existence
by disaster almost suicidal	
"At Kew the nuts were buried in Coconut fibre in a hotbed.
Germination, once commenced, proceeded rapidly. Unfortunately
in at least one instance it proved abortive. Before the proceeding
could be detected, the growing apex managed to insinuate itself
in some crevice, with the result that it was irretrievably injured.
In a subsequent attempt the petiole did not grow to so great a
length, and it was possible to guide its course, and finally
establish the young plant in a pot. This grew pretty rapidly,
and in 1892 was exhibited in the Victoria Hegia House at Kew,
still drawing nutriment from the parent seed, a process which
may apparently continue for some years."l
This palm thrives best in a compost of rich loam and leaf
mould in equal parts. Thorough drainage, an abundant supply
of water, and very strong heat, are essential elements to success
in the culture of this plant. The seeds being very large, one
of the chief difficulties in establishing this palm is its peculiar
manner of germination. If the first long outgrowth be checked
or injured in any way, success cannot be hoped for. The heavy
seed can be kept on or in one pot, and the growing radicle
allowed to push into another, keeping the whole dark until the
development of the young plant, from which the seed should
not be separated until the connection between the two falls
naturally. (Nich. Diet, of Gard.)
history of the sea coconut.—The most celebrated palm
of former days was the Sea Coconut or Double Coconut, and yet
there is scarcely any other palm about which so little has been
known. The French call it Coco-de-mer5 Coco-de-Salomon, and
1 Tbfeelton-Dyer, W. T-, 1. <?., pp. 226, -227.

